THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS? 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“ Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the 
land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.”—ISAlAH, 


—----- - 


No. 1, Vol. XXVI. 


Saturday, January 2, 1864, 


Price One Penay, 


THE VALUE OF PUBLIC OPINION. 


The Latter-day Saints, or ‘‘ Mor- 
mons” as they are termed by the 


‘ major portion of the people of the 


world, are a peculiar people, about 
whom much has been said and written, 
but of whom very little has really been 
understood. strange delusions, 
the unnatural practices and the mur- 
derous crimes of this fanatical, bigoted 
and superstitious People, have. been 
bruited abroad; the world has heard 

audacity ; has knowingly wagged 
its sage, philosophical head ; has said 
that such practices cannot longer be 
tolerated, that they are a disgrace to 
the glorious light and the superior 
knowledge of the nineteeth century ; 
has determined to put its foot on it ; 
has forgotten it and has passed on. 
Each individual that has spoken or 
written about it has discovered some- 
ane that had escaped the ken of his 
less fortunate Dea wy and he has 
pas himself in the belief that he 

finally solved the 
has unravelled the Gordion knot, and 
thrown light upon this mysterious 
people and their habits—that he has 
penetrated into the inner recesses of 


their domestic relationships, where 
discoverer never was before, and he 
alone has unerringly solved the pro- | | 
blem of their hopes and of theirim- | 
tentions. He has told it to the:world 
—it has been heralded for the day as 
a last novelty—he has on as 
the others did before ad 
le, than 


world is less wise, if 
before, of what the Mormions 

are. We find that public ps ge 
almost the least infallible of all tr- 

bunals ; that it is formed upon the 
passing whim of the moment ; is based 
upon strange inconsistencies ;- 
something new arises—new theories 
are of weekly birth, and the clash 
the old and the new is deafening i 


blem, and | change 
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once more vindicated. This singe © 
inconsistency is constantly 
about things we arg particulariy 
interested in or prejudiced against; 
we see opinions with reg d to them 
; Wwe see what wag at one timp — 
vehemently urged 
denied at another 
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‘‘a mind of our own”—we wonder, 
et still float idly with the stream. 
omneniiin has been brought before 
this vacillating tribunal of popular 
opinion, and because its pretensions 
were antagonistic to its sovereignty, it 
has been ostracised, the anathema of 
excommunication from the dogmas of 
a corrupt system of religious worship 
has been uttered, and the world has 
applauded this judgment without 
examining the grounds of its decision. 
But assuming that public opinion is 
just what it is represented to be —that 
the voice of a whole people can but be 
true—we would humbly ask how such 
a voice can be given. We look around 
at human nature and at human society; 
we find the earth peopled by vast 
myriads of human beings; the laws 
which bind them together are of a 
peculiar nature,—they make it obli- 
gatory upon a certain portion to pay 
obedience to another; they impose a 
moral as well as a mental tyranny over 
them; they control the movements of 
the mind; thought is in subjection to 
their whims; if one for a moment 
dares to assert an independence, it is 
like the expiring flash of a candle—it 
is straightway crushed out, and the 
daring rebel sinks into a cringing 
slave. The few govern the many. 
The many may strive to assert their 
independence, yet it is but a mo- 
mentary effort, and it relaxes intoa 
more abject submission and servility. 
Such seems to be the law of life; the 
few, generally, are responsible for the 
faults of the many; they place punish- 
ment, however, when it comes, upon 
their dupes. To use a paradox, we, 
may say, then, that public opinion is 
not public opinion; it cannot be re- 
ceived as the unbiased decision of the 
multitude; it must be pondered; its 
truth must be demonstrated, and, in 
many instances, its deeisions must be 
reversed. 

**But,” might be asked, ‘‘ what has 
this to do with the genius of Mor- 
monism?”’ We think a great deal. 
Whaé are the pretensions of Mormon- 
ism, and what are known to be the 
interests of the few? It has beena 
long established axiom of the Roman 
Church, that men are more easily 
overned when ignorant than when 


earned ; that they do not chafe, and 


PUBLIC OPINION, 


struggle and strive for independence, 
if they do not know what it is. This 
axiom most certainly has truth for its 
foundation, for human nature doeg 
most assuredly ape the dark and mys- 
terious—it seems to pay more implicit 
obedience to what it does not compre- 
hend than to what it does. The few 
understand this—they would keep | 
the world in ignorance if they possibly 

could, as by doing so they would pro- 
long the existence of their own power. | 
The genius of Mormonism is opposed 

to this—it advocates universal en- 
lightenment; it condemns the old 
traditions and dogmas and legends of 
our fathers, just where they are op- 


belief. 


tentions are for the future. 


posed to truth ; it strives to do away 


with error, and to bestow light and to | 


make each of us, simple, unlearned, 
ignorant as we may be, the proper 
judge of our own course and of our 
This is opposed to the 
pretensions of the few; this would 
undermine and sap the rotton founda- 
tions whereon they have built their 
power, and would take from them their 
pre-eminence and sink them to a level 
with those they now govern, and they 
would be wundiscoverable or undis- 
tinguishable amid the niasses. Mor- 
monism must be guarded against, 
then, every means possible to retard 
the spread of such equalizing, and, as 
will, perhaps, be admissable to call 
them, such Republican principles. 
The interests of the few—their living, 
their influence, their position before 
the world demand it; therefore they 
direct the engines of popular displea- 
sure against them, urging on, by the 
most unholy and illegal measures, the 
flagging or the backward to crush they 
know not what. The Latter-day 
Saints are without doubt the most un- 
popular religious denomination of the 
present day; they are reviled and 
spoken evilly of ; they are hooted and 
derided by ignorant multitudes, while 
they who really should and do know 
better, urge them on and encore each 
fresh excess against them. We have 
shown, in a feeble way, what public 
opinion is worth; and it is this 
infallible, this ever-truth-retailing, neéver- 
scandal-monging love-of-a public opinion 
that has told us what the ‘‘ Mormons” 
are, and what their designs and in 
Every: 
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THE VALUE OF PUBLIC OPINION, 3 


one “can place what credence they 
please upon these stories, upon these 
corrupt, effete mutterings, for it will 
not change the truth of Mormonism, 
nor will it stay one honest step it takes 
towards the accomplishment of its 
urposes. 
3 It has ‘been the practice of man 
from the earliest ages of the world’s 
history—and it seems that it still is— 
to desire to control all the movements 
of life around him, and to cast off the 
overruling power and watchfulness of 
a superior Being. He is far more 
likely to attribute his prosperity and 
his great ability to his own industry 
and learning than to the goodness of 
an heavenly Father. This being his 
nature, he desires to be known as the 
founder of his own fortane—as the 
author of his own prosperity ; and he 
places more dependence upon educa- 
tion and training than should by any 
means be allowed them. He does not 
err so far in this, perhaps, while he 
confines his theory in its practice 
merely to the earthly and mundane 
affairs of life; but, not satisfied with 
this, he introduces it into his religion, 
and tells us, in strict violation of the 
canon of Scripture, that it is indi- 
spensable for the formation of a mini- 
ster of the Gospel, and that without 
it, no difference what inspiration an 
individual may have or may speak 
under, he is not qualified to lay the 
principles of salvation before the 
people. Our heavenly Father seems 
never to have'thought of this when he 
sent a*servant or a Prophet of nis upon 
the earth; perhaps he had not ad- 
vanced quite so far in religious know- 
ledge, and in knowing how he himself 
should be worshiped, as have men 
who have made it their study through- 
out a long life in colleges and semina- 
ries, and consequently the science of 
religion was unknown to Him, and he 
committed the strange blunder of 
sending the wrong men to do his work. 
The Sgvior seems to have fallen into 
the same error when he chose his 
Apostles. He did not go among the 


| 


Pharisees or Sadduceeg, nor among the 
learned Priests who /officiated in the 
Temple, nor to the lawyers who re- 
tailed eloquence at go much per hour, 
and who could decide with all the 
gravity of such important functionaries 
any disputed pomt brought before 
them. It was a Yyery unwise course, 
was it not, to sli 
individuals, and it 


men to bear his Priesthood in prefer- 
ence to the leayhed and the high born. 
But God do¢s not judge as you and I 
rhaps woyld. is purposes are 
veualil about in his own due time 
and inhisown way. The learned man, 
had he the mission to perform, would 
rform it in his own way, nor would 
he take counsel of the Spirit of God— 
he must have full credtt for all his 
ability, for all his labor and for all his | 
talent. Our Father would be forgot- 
ten by him. But the lowly born— 
the simple, unlearned and struggling 
man has nothing very superior to pride 
himself upon or boast about ; he is 
willing to give God ail the credit and 
to take none to himself, having nothing 
upon which he can rely for extrication 
from difficulty, nor to depend upon 
for success, if he cannot have the Spi- 
rit of God given unto him. He there- 
fore depends upon that Spirit, and he 
relies, with childlike confidence, upon 
the promises made to him by his 
Father :—‘‘ Ask and ye shall receive; 
knock ard it shall be opened unto 
Se ” says the Savior. is he be- 
ieves—this he proves; and in the 
of human life, when trial 
an ger press darkl loomily 
around him, he is still en te this 
confidence—he still preserves bright 
and unbroken this chain of communi- 
cation with heaven—on the rock of 
revelation jie plants firmly his feet, 
and meets the sneers and the opposi 
stream of public opinion djtainatand 
to obey his Father rather than the 
fears of his trembling human nature, 
. G. Romyey. 
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VirtvEs.—Every virtue gives man a degree of felicity of somekind. Honesty gives-a 
man a good report ; justice, estimation; prudence, respect ; courtesy and liberality, aff- 


ection ; 
Versity. 


temperance, health; and fortitude, a quiet mind, not to be moved. by ad- 
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VIRTUE EXALTETH A 


BY ELDER GEORGE SIMS. 
()- 


When darkness and error have been 
gufficiently chased away from the hu- 
man mind by the light of modern reve- 
lation, it then becomes easy to view 
the great and beneficent Creator in the 
character of the Father of the human 
family and the Creator of all that is. 
When we can admit this fact, it is easy 
to understand that the Lord will con- 
trol the destinies of the nations, to 
bring about hisown p ses, and their 
improvement. A good earthly father 
seeks to educate his children not only 
intellectually but morally and physi- 
cally. Our heavenly Father also seeks 
to educate the nations that they may 
enjoy a greater amount of intelligence, 
love, union and happiness, than they 
new do. At present the Lord is for- 

tten by them; he wishes them to 

me one with him and to be him- 
self knownand revered bythem. The 
nations of the earth at present do not 
seem to be sure that ‘‘ virtue exalteth 
a nation,” or else licentiousness would 
not have so many votaries. There is 
a feeling in the human heart which 
parents express when their children 
outrage their authority and act con- 
to virtuous principles, that they 
would rather follow them to the grave 
than to witness them sink lower and 
lower into guilt and misery. Itisa 
law of parental love and government. 
Our heavenly Father had watched the 
course of the ante-deluvian world— 
had marked theirdeparturefrom virtue, 
and when the impressions of his Spirit 
could not deter them from the commis- 
sion of further wrong, the Lord, who 
knew how to control the floods, made 
use of them to stay his family in their 
.mad career of crime, that they might 
not be debtors to a law of justice toa 
further extent than they had gone. 
To have suffered the perpetuation of 
life would have only increased crime 
and would have increased the labor of 
bringing his children back again to the 
th of virtue and obedience. As it 
the deluge stands on record and 
witnesses to man that the wages of sin 
is death. The waters having abated, 
mace in the family of righteous Noah 


VIRTUE EXALTETH A NATION. 


NATION. 


a young and promising colony to peopl 
the wide world, te theix God. 
The colony flourishes—the profound 
wisdom of the great Patriarch Noah 
diffuses itself in the minds of the peo- 
ple, he has sown the knowledge of the 
true God among his children, and they 
begin to spread over the land and form 
a beginning of mighty nations ; for samto 
time, virtue reigns and the truth makes Iti: 
rapid strides, and the spirits then up 
born view their future home with plea- 
sure ; yet sin exists, and as disease in : 
the blood finds an outlet in the ulcengimth 
of the body, so the corruption of sin 
eventually manifested itself as in the 
cities of the plains. The doctor burns 
out the proud flesh with caustic ; and 
the Great Father, not wishing that cor- 


rupt Sodom should spread its loath- 
some, moral disease among the nations iy @ 
burnt it out by fire from heaven. iy > 
Many nations have flourished—they iim 4! 
commenced in humility, they rose by iy 2! 

m 


virtue, they declined by vice and fell by 
war. The Assyrians flourished andi t! 
their lofty towers and magnificent ™ 
temples noted the wisdom and industry 

of the nation. Lasciviousness 
been punished in the chastisement of i P 
Sodom ; but the King of Babylon suf- i ©! 
fered himself to swell with pride andi » 
presumption,—national sins that found © 
a culmination in the rulerof the nation. im P 
These sins had to be dealt with ; the ‘| 
Lord made an example of him, and h 
his reason fled to stay the growth off t 
presumption. Babylon had arrived at 
a crisis of iniquity that required cor 
recting. The wicked slay the wicked, 
the proud correct the proud and the 
righteous bless the righteous. To have 
continued Babylon in power would not 
have brought about the great purpose 
of our all-wise Creator, who had i 
view the establishment of a reign of 
ighteousness ; and the Lord selected * 
ey in the person of Oyrus the 
Great, to correct the Babylonians. 
Cyrus took the direction of the Per 
sian power commenced the subju- 
gation of the Babylonian Empu-. 
After the death of Cyrus, another 
worker appeared in the character of 


| 4 | 

a 

i 

‘4 
it 


arius, the Sovereign of Persia, who | 
beseiged Babylon, took the city, beat 
own the walls and gave the inha- 
bitants as a spoil to his followers. Thus 
ras the pride of Babylon punished by 


iny of nations ; and it exemplifies the 
aying that ‘‘ Pride bringeth destruc- 
ion, but virtue exalteth a nation.” 

But the Persian power was not free 


oahftrom faults. The people’s errors in 
0-fEEreligion and government had also to 
thigEbe chastened. The Persians were 
heyfagdolatrous, proud and luxurious ; and, 
mieeike the preceding nations they were 


o meet with chastisements in propor- 
tion to their transgressions. erxes 
was wanting in the virtues of Darius 
his father, who had favored Israel, re- 
stored God’s temple and had promoted 
he holy worship at Jerusalem. Xerxes 
ad immense wealth and a numerous 


sin 

themarmy. Goaded by the love of power, 
mfmhe marched into Greece, meaning to 
it, but not being able he re- 


turned to Persia. The career of 
Xerxes was marked with luxury and 
dissoluteness, which appears to have 
been the national sin < the Persians 
after their acquirin € supremacy 
and which sin needed also .chastis+- 


‘by ment ; and another nation was made 
the instrument of inflicting that punish- 
ent ment. 

try In the great programme of the pro- 
nadie gress of national affairs, Greece ap- 
- of HB pears next to stay the licentiousness of 
f-fim the Persians, and to check the general 
indi increase of crime. War prunes the 


corruptions of a nation, as the deluge 
eg the corruptions of the world. 

e Grecians were pagan3, yet they 
had among them men remarkable for 
their attainments ; they had their law- 


| ati givers, philosophers, poets and phy- 
orf sicians. The spirit of that age tended 
ed, towards arousing men from slothful- 
thei Ness, and from this people we find the 


Apostles of Jesus gained many con- 
verts. The ruins of works of art now 
to be seen bespeak the skill of that 


powerful nation. Yet corruption 
off ™ore or less existed, and the national 
Sentiment wanted correcting. In 
thea Sparta a school-boy was whipped, not 


for stealin 


G had but for being caught at it. 


to be purged. The workers 
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he decrees of Him who rules the des-.| 


for that purpose were the Romans. 


The time came,when. th 
Alexander were to fall into 
of other men. The orations of 
mosthenes had done their work,.ap 
Cicero had to commence his 


the 


her acting 
‘‘ Virtue exalteth a nation” the rise of 
Rome to greatness. fully illustrates. 
Numa and several su rulers - 
of the nation were friends of law and - 
order, but the Christian era developed _. 
the latent sin of and Rome _ 
declined and became divided among 
many competitors. It is not to be. 
wondered at that a nation which had _ 
consented to the crucifixion of our 
such horrid cruelties upon 
of Jesus and his followers, should fall, 
The sword of retributive justiee has - 
always hung over a wicked nation, and. . 
falls when the cup of its iniquity is _ 


It is the misfortune of nations to . 
have to earn an for them- 
selves. If the people saw y Saas. 
virtue would exalt them indivi pag 

Ww 


and nationally, surely they id 
crease their prosperity an ineas; 
but, alas ! this amount of intelligeeas! 
does not exist or is not acted upon ke 
The Lord, agen: that the nations — 
would not learn righteousness, has de-_ 
creed, inasmuch as they will not obey _ 
him, that they shall be consumed so ~ 
that only those who will obey his com- 
mandments will be left. Fortunately _ 
a few have embraced the heavenly — 
Gospel message, and by their continu- 
ance in well-doing they will be per- 
mitted to live while the overwhelming ~ 
pestilences, wars and famines will be — 
removing the blind, the wilfnl and the 
obstinately wicked. None of these 
classes of individuals afford the right 
kind of material for the construction 
of a new moral world, where love and 
harmony will for ever exist. May all 
the Latter-day Saints take warning ty nf 
the fall of others around them, that . 
they may be permitted to dwell on the. 74 
earth in and happiness whenthe 
Savior of the world shall 
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in defence of Roman rty. ie 
donia was conquered by the Romans. a 
Rome, like most nations, commenced. 
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THE PROGRESS OF GOD'S GREAT LATTER-DAY WORK. 


It is truly surprising to some of the 
Latter-day Saints, as well as to the 
thinking and reflecting portion of man- 
kind, to note the speedy fulfilment of 
the prophecies of Joseph Smith con- 
cerning America, the land of his birth; 
but, when we contemplate the great 
and glorious work to be accomplished 
in the last days, even the restitution of 
all things, we will not be amazed at 
the transpiring events. The time has 
nearly come when the Lord Jesus in- 
tends making this earth his abiding 
place. All, or most of our Christian 
friends, will agree with us that the end 
of this world draweth near, when 
Jesus shall come to be our Judge; 
but as to the way in which he will 
come, the ideas of mankind generally, 
andours, do not agree. They will argue, 
and correctly, ‘‘No one knows the 
day or the hour when the Son of Man 
cometh.” This is Scriptural, but there 
were signs given when he might be ex- 

cted. Some express the idea, ‘‘ We 

ow not when the Lord will come, he 
may come this day or this night.” It 
is generally supposed, the same now as 
when Christ first.came, that the events 
connected therewith will not take place 
on natural principles, or he will not 
appear in that way we are accustomed 
to look upon as natural, for he comes 
from heaven in power and glory to re- 
ward the righteous and to punish the 
wicked, and people are inclined te look 
for something startling and terrible. 
The angel spoken of by John the Reve- 
lator that should come in the last days, 
having the Everlasting Gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, 
saying, ‘‘ Fear God and give glory to 
him, for the hour of his judgment is 
come,”—few, in comparison, are will- 
ing to believe that that angel has 
already come. Do the people suppose 
the angel spoken of will come and go 
through the world himself preaching, 
&c.? This would frighten mankind ; 
but the Lonl God, who is filled with 
wisdom, knows how to treat his chil- 
dren. He sends an angel, his servant, 
to pees to one of the noblest of his 
children, authorizing him to go forth 


and preach to his fellow-beings, telling 
them to repent of their sins, warning 
them, &c. Many can now bear testi- 
mony that they do know the Lord has 
again spoken from the heavens and has 
set up his kingdom upon the earth 
never more to be thrown down, givi 
men authority to preach his Gospel to 
all the world, saying, “‘ Repent, for 
the hour of God’s judgment 1s eome.” 

Realizing, then, that God has sent 
his angel to reveal the Everlasting 
Gospel to Joseph Smith, and that he 
still continues to reveal his will to 
Joseph’s legal successor, Bri 
Young, what do we then look for but 
a faithful fulfilment of the prophecies 
and warnings of these servants of God; 
and, says the Prophet Amos in his 
third chapter oe seventh verse, 
‘* Surely the Lord God will do nothing, 
but he revealeth his secrets unto his 
servants the Prophets.” All must con- 
fess that a great and mighty. change 
has to take place before that happy 
timé can be brought about ‘‘ When the 
kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our God and his 
Christ, and he reign for ever and for 
ever.” That time is fast ap 
but who realizes it? - Are the nations 
preparing for the second advent of the 
Messiah by purifying themselves and 
doing all they can to qualify them- 
selves to be faithful and loyal sub- 
jects in the kingdom of the one great 
Lord? A great amount of religion is 
professed by the world. Many people 
will draw near to the Lord with their 
lips, but will that satisfy God when 
their hearts are farfrom him? 1 
state of mankind at the present time 
shows that a great change Is n 


ecessary .. 
for this earth to be made a fit abode 


for pure, celestial beings. And who is 
going to do the Work? How many of 
those who have so long professed to 
adore their God are now willing to do 
all in their power to help to roll on his 
kingdom, overcoming self and in all 


humility and love warning their fellow: 


beings? There are some who are will- 
ing to do this; and these are they 


whom the Lord will’ work in and 
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rough to bring to 
ents of the fulness 
‘‘Not all that saith unto me 
ord! Lord! shall enter vsngien & 
ather’s kingdom, but he that doet 

he will of my Father which is in 
heaven.” We are looking forward to 


Millennium, a reign peace and 
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y aithfat ‘gue 
rejoice in the principles of the Gospel 
the honest-in-heart amongst man 


April 15.—Elders O. Pratt, W. 
Richards, George A. Smith, Levi 
Richards and myself, having bid the 
aints in Manchester good-bye, went 
0 Liverpool, and arrived in time to 
attend a tea-party at the Music-hall, 
where 200 Saints were seated at table 
together. I addressed the meeting a 
short time, and was followed by several 
of the Qwelve. At the close of the 
party the Twelve met a few moments, 
and agreed to sail on Tuesday. 

—18 (Sunday.)—We met with the 
Saints in Liverpool, and the Twelve 
occupied the day in preaching and 
bearing testimony to the Penge. 

—19.—We spent the day in getting 
our baggage on board, intending to 
draw out into the river, but the wind 
being unfavorable, we remained on 
shore. 

O. 


—20.—Elders H. C. Kimball, 
Pratt, W. Woodruff, J. Taylor, Geo. 
A. Smith, W. Richards and family, 
myself and a company of 130 Saints, 
went on board the ship Rochester, Cap- 
tain Woodhouse, at Liverpool, for New 
York. We gave the ing hand to 
Elders O. Hyde and P. P. Pratt, and 
a multitude of Saints who stood upon 
the dock to see us start. We drew 
out into the river Mersey, and cast 


anchor in sight of Live where we 
spent the day and aoe? 


full of thanks- 
giving gratitude to G hea- 
venly Father, that I re ra. n his 


dealings with me and my brethren of 
the Twelve during the past year of 
Tuly see cle 00k upo 
the contrast between our landing an 
departing from Liverpool. We landed 
in the spring of 1840, as strangers in 


HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG, 
(Continued from page 820, vol. 25.) 
strange land and penniless, but throught: 


which 


the mercy of God we have gained many 
riends, established Churches in 
every noted town and city in the Kimge@: 
dom of Great Britain, baptized 
printedss, 


seven 


Star, 

to Zion 
manent shipping 
blessing 
left sown in the hearts of many 
sands the seeds of eternal truth, wht 


will bring forth fruit to the honor-agalle 


yet we have 


wei fred and sain. 
12m. We 


The Rochester was a fast sailing’ ip 2 
pon 


about 900,tons burthen, and 
the ships that went cut of port 


ver. 


—22, — arose quite week.» 
through vomiting and 
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i but were 
trary winds. feeble. We still have head 
—24.—Commenced at midnight to} rough sea, though i 
blow a gale ; head wind ; blew away | We met and prayed for the sick and 

our fore-topsail ; all very sea-sick. they began to amend. 
—25.—Sea mountains high; head| -—27.—Still high wind 
wind; ship rocking and pitching ; | somewhat better ; the Twelve are gene- 
nearly all sea-sick. rally well. 
—26.—We partook of a little food 


(To be continued.) 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 1864. wi 
REFLECTIONS ON THE NEW YEAR. th 

It is a generally received maxim, and one which experience has proved to be it 


true, that a good beginning usually has a good ending; while whatever is “, 
undertaken and begun in an improper and foolish manner, is very likely to 2 
result disastrously. The individual whose youth is characterized by industry, t 
energy, perseverance and integrity, is generally regarded as sure to meet with . 
success in life, and to become a worthy, respected and useful member of society. ‘ 
But one who trifles away the morning of his existence, or wastes it in sin and , 
folly and in contracting injurious habits and debasing vices, instead of in i 
acquiring the practical knowledge and manly virtues which would prepare him . 
for future usefulness, is looked upon as laying the foundation of a worthless, 
miserable and despised manhood. It is, doubtless, this feeling which has/led 
so many to attach such importance to the ushering in of the New Year, and 
the manner in which it iscommenced. They think, and very justly too asa 
general thing, that the spirit and manner in which it is begun will, to a very 
great extent, determine the manner in which it will be spent and ended. 
Hence, it is customary with some religious sects to spend the closing hours 
of the old and the opening hours of the New Year in devotional exercises; and 
many, if not most of their members form resolutions and make vows on that 
day in reference to the future, which, in too many instances are forgotten and 
broken long before the expiration of the year. 

It is neither possible nor desirable to annihilate the past, or to blot it from 
the memory, with all its vicissitudes, experiences and influences, and to com- 
mence the New Year as though we were commencing a new life,—entirely 
unaffected by the habits we have acquired, the mistakes we have made and the 
follies we have committed during our past existence. But it would, without 
donbt, be highly beneficial to all—even those who have made the greatest 
progress in knowledge and purity—if they would occupy a short time at the 
close or the commencement of each year in self-examination—in taking & 
retrospective view of their words, acts and general conduct during the past 
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EDITORIAL. 


year ; in reflecting on the blessings they have enjoyed, and the dealingag@—: 
God’s providence with them ; in noting wherein they had erred and had ye). ae 
or acted unwisely ; in seeking unto the Lord for renewed strength and gga 
increasing amount of his Spirit to enable them to shun these errors in the. % 
future ; and in imploring a continuance of those blessings which have been aa + | 
liberally bestowed in the past, and which are so essential to existence and 
happiness. Such a course as this could not fail to be beneficial to every one. . 
who would adopt it in the proper spirit ; and though, as we have said, it would 
be neither possible nor desirable to blot out the past record of their lives, it. 
would enable them to do what would be far better,—viz, to profit. by ther, = 
previous experience, so as to correct whatever they might perceive to Be j = 
defective in their characters, and to preserve the pages of, the record of the} ~ 
New Year unsoiled by folly and unstained by crime. + re ees 
We do not-wish to be understood as recommending the adoption of suche 
course as this only at the expiration or commencement of each year—it should 
be practiced daily by every Latter-day Saint; but we are well satisfied | 
were it universally adopted even once a year, many would be making mash ~~ 
greater progress in the knowledge and practice of the principles of the Gospel: ‘ ae 
than they are. No man who will pursue this course can help progressing; amd. 
though he may, apparently, improve but slowly, and discover so much of) ~—“@ 
imperfection and weakness in himself that he would become discouraged were: 
it not for the promise he has of Divine assistance,—yet others will perceive his... Bie 
spiritual growth, and, though he may overcome but one fault ‘in a year, hei. 
in the safe and certain path to perfection and salvation. There isnosmet. ~ 
: thing as standing still in life. Nothing is stationary either in the mental, 4 
' moral or physical world ; everything is tending to perfection or to decay. So.~ 
also, if we are not every day drawing nearer to the standard of perfection we. 
must attain unto before we can obtain the salvation we seek, we are ling 
from it. Yet how are we to progress without we see wherein we 2 a 


APR 


ra 


correction ; and how shall we do this unless we take time for self-examination=, — ae a 

The past year has been fruitful in events of the mest momentous character, .¢ a 
The purposes of the Almighty have been unfolding wonderfully; the pro 
phecies of His servants have been rapidly fulfilling; and the Saints as well se. 


Babylon have been swiftly progressing towards their respective destinies, - The, = 
future is pregnant with the most startling scenes the world has ever beheld... 
and with occurrences fraught with the most tremendous results to the inhabies 5 


tants of the earth. How many of them may find their birth duringthepresent 
year we do not pretend to say ; but we may rest assured that henceforth, wal. 
the coming of the Son of Man, every year will develop events of more and more _ : 
tremendous importance, and will be increasingly glorious to the Saintawhila 
it will be increasingly dreadful to the wicked. The social and political horizon 
of the world is more portentous and gloomy, at the opening of 1864, than at 3 
any previous period in the memory of living man. In America the terrible 
conflict which is raging is every day assuming more unnatural and ferocious 
proportions. In Europe the most gigantic preparations for war have beam ~ 
going on for years. No ordinary conflict is anticipated; but one which, . 
according to the views of one of Europe’s most powerful and astute monarelim 
will result in a radical change in the map of Europe, which, it is easy to. bere. 9 
seen, would affect the whole world. The nations of the old world have beast: i 
preparing for a grand conflagration ; they have been gathering all their Gomeeiaaae 
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bustible materials together, and the application of the torch is all that is 
necessary to set Europe in a blaze which shall outshine the flames on the other 
side of the Atlantic. If that torch be not applied long before the expiration 
of the present year, it will only be through the merciful interposition of an 
overruling Providence to permit the Saints to take warning by the signs of the 
times and make their escape from the approaching catastrophe. 

The mutterings of the distant thunder and the patterings of the approaching 
storm proclaim loudly to the Saints the necessity of hastening to the land of 
God’s choice ; none who can do so should make a moment’s delay in preparing 
to leave Babylon. It is very evident that the way to Zion, for some time to 
come, will be increasingly difficult each succeeding year, if it be not, fora time, 
entirely closed ; and, instead of manifesting any indifference, or giving way to 
_ lethargy regarding this or any other duty, the Saints should, and will if they ba, 
' properly understand the progress of events, feel more energetic, faithful and v 

determined in keeping the commandments of the Lord as each succeeding year 

unfolds the developing purposes of the Almighty, and brings them nearer to . 

the consummation of their hopes. 

We trust that every Saint, and every Elder and officer of the Church in this 
Mission, has commenced, or will now commence the present year with the 
deliberate and firm determination, by the help of the Lord, to do better than hi 
they have ever done in their lives before ; to be more faithful, punctual and y 
energetic in the discharge of their duties ; to be more humble before the Lord 
and more exemplary before each other and the world. We hope that every 
Conference and District President will see that the books of his Conference or 
District are in proper order, and that, throughout the year, his accounts are 80 
systematically kept that no confusion may arise, and that a correct statement 
can be obtained at any time. The Travelling Elders can aid their Conference 
Presidents materially in this and other duties, as they visit from Branch to 
Branch ; and the Branch Presidents and the Saints generally should be united 
in seconding the efforts of their presiding officers and in carrying out their 
counsels, by living strictly up to the requirements of the Lord. If this course 
be pursued by the Saints universally, we have no hesitancy in saying that, at ( 
the end of the present year, the Mission will be in a more healthy and flourish- 

| ing condition ; there will be more of the Spirit of the Lord enjoyed by both the 
i] Priesthood and the Saints ; the latter will find themselves increasing in faith 

and joy, contentment and real happiness; they will be better off temporally as 
: well as spiritually,—and, as is invariably the case when all other duties are 

‘ promptly and heartily attended to, the work of the gathering will go on with 
increasing rapidity and prosperity. 
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*. Eprysurcu Conrerence.—Elder J. C. Brown, writing from Edinburgh on 
the 24th of November last, informs us that he has just completed the tour of 
the Branches constituting that Conference, and that he found the Saints gene- 
rally striving to live their religion. He says :—‘‘ We have baptized a good 
many persons of late, and fh one place we have raised up a Branch of twenty 

members, and in another Branch we baptized six a fortnight ago. During the 
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st month <here has been quite an excitement here, which was caused by & few. eee 
haracters of no repute. Our hall is well filled, however, with strangers every = 7 
abbath evening, but I am sorry to say that some come more for the purpose = a 
creating a disturbance than to hear the Gospel preached. Notwithstanding 
1 this opposition, the result, I believe, will be good, for many honest people re 
ppear to be interested in what is said,, Brother Bullock is here, having arrived a 
om Dundee on Saturday the 21st.” 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE CONFERENCE.—Elder C. A. Benson writes from New-~~ 
astle-on-Tyne on the 27th of Nov. last, of which we publish a few extracts — 
‘There is nothing new here—all is moving on in the usual way ; but we are 

ing to waken up some to the res) onsibility of their duties, and perseverance” 
ill accomplish much, and aided by the light of God’s Spirit we expect to do ~ 
much good. In teaching the people it will, perhaps, open our own eyes at the - 
same time, and then we can see our own pathway clearer. Brother Farnsworth 
pnd myself have been acting as Teachers a little. The people, many of them, 
rre trying to do their duty and to serve God as well as their knowledge will 
ermit. I was at Carlisle on the 23rd, where we had a good time, baptizing 
ne, and a few more will be ready in a short time. Brothers Farnsworth and ~ 
nningham are well.” , 
Lonpon ConFERENCE.—On the 30th Nov. last, Elder Richard Bentley wrote~ 
o us from London, of which letter we make a few extracts for the benefit of ~ 
ur readers. He says :—‘‘I returned to London from Norwich on Saturday” 
last. I visited all the Branches of any importance in that Conference. The ~ 
Saints were very pleased to see me, and I had some good times with them, and 
felt greatly blessed in my visit, and I hope it has not been without some profit 
tothe people. I found them striving to do right—all they need is good, @ 
ively visiting, and teaching the every-day duties of a Saint, and made sensible © he 
f their privileges. In the agricultural districts the local Priesthood are'so~ 
ought that they are almost worn out in body and spirit, and they need to be — 
often visited by the Elders to impart life and vigor to them. I am happy to . 
say things are moving on firstrate with us here in London.” : 


We have been favored with the perusal of a letter from sister Mary Fretwell, oe 
(of the past season’s emigration, late of London,) written in Great Salt Lake | 
City in October, to her father, from which we have the pleasure of ing 

‘I must begin by telling you about my journey. Crossing the Plains was ‘ | 
pleasant, and we got along firstrate. We left Florence on the 6th of August, and sa 
travelled five miles on the first day, and from eighteen to twenty miles a-day after a 
wards. For 500 miles we went by the side of the Platte River, and had good water — | 
all the way, which was a great blessing. We had plenty of flour, bacon, dried apples : 
and baking-powder allowed us, and had the use of a kettle to bake our bread, and 
we had bacon-pies and apple-turnovers, and sometimes bacon and boiled dumplings — 
for our meals, which we enjoyed very much, We found it just as Mary Senior (whose — 
letter appeared in No. 49, vol. 24, of the Star) said it was. We got into Great Salt Lake « 
City on the 3rd of October. It \is wonderful to see how the people disappear when’ | 
they get here ; you cannot tell w they all goto. The Saints here are very kind 
—I have found them so. They aré the best people on the earth, I have heard Pre- 
sident Brigham Young speak. He is a real gentleman, and one of the best men we . 
have on the earth, and a very handsome man ; and though above sixty years of age, 
he does not look forty ; it does you good to sit under his voice. Tell my friends this - 
place is just as I expected it, only a great deal better. Iam glad Iam here.” ~~ — 
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- Instructions of an edifying and strengthening tendency were given by the Elders 


Parley P. Pratt, President of the Nottingham Conference ; James Bullock, 
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NEWS FROM CONFERENCES. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE.¢@-From minutes sent us by Elder Jo 
which our space compels us to Summarize, we find that there w Conference 
held in Manchester on the 25th of October dgee; at which were present— 
President George Q. Cannon, of the Twelve Apostles, Elder Thomas Taylor, 
President of the Manchester District, and Travelling Elders. Elnathan 
Eldredge, jun., John Alexander, James Lythgoe and Joseph Machin, in the 
Manchester, and Joseph H. Felt in the Liverpool Conference. The different 
Branches of the Conference, eighteen in number, were represented by their 
respective Presidents to be in excellent condition, constant additions were being 
made to their numbers, and inquiries into the principles of the Gospel of salva- 
tion were pursued with more zeal than formerly, and the Work was progressing 
with accelerated speed towards the accomplishment of our Father’s purposes, 


Schofield, 


present, and the Saints rejoiced in the Spirit and power of God, and realized 
blessings in associating with each other and in listening to the words of the 
servants of God. President Taylor addressed them at different times, and in 
the afternoon he read a Fivancial and Statistical Report, by the latter of which 
it was seen that they had baptized, since April 1st, 126 persons, to offset 115 
that had emigrated. The report was accepted. In the afternoon President 
Cannon presented the Authorities at home and abroad, who, as usual, were 
sustained by the Saints ; after doing which he gave an instructive discourse 
upon the duties of the Saints and the different degrees of glory attainable by 
the faithful. In the evening President Cannon again spoke to a large congre- 
gation of Saints and strangers, who, before the hour of commencing had arrived, 
were there in considerable numbers. He commenced by reading a portion of 
the 2nd chap. of the Acts of the Apostles, and spoke for an hour-and-a-half to 
an attentive congregation who will not readily forget the words that they there 
heard. Conference was then adjourned. Benediction by President Taylor. 


Hui Conrerencky—From minutes sent us by Elder Thomas Cracroft, we 
find that there was\fon Sunday, the 15th of November, a Conference held in 
Hull, at which were present on the stand, President Geo. Q. Cannon, of the 
Twelve Apostles ; Elders Joseph Bull, President of the Sheffield District ; 


President of the Lincolnshire Conference, and John Nicholson, Travelling 
Elder in the Hull, and George Swan, in the Leeds Conference. Elder Joseph 
Bull opened the business of the Conference and, after speaking for_a short time 
to the Saints assembled, was followed in the forenoon by Elders Robert Wil- 
liams and John Nicholson, after which he again rose and addressed them upon 
the duties of the Saints, exhorting them to pursue the path of righteousness 
and virtue, that they might obtain that for which they had set out—eternal life. 
In the afternoon Elder John Nicholson, after the administering of the sacra- 
ment, read a Financial and Statistical Report, showing that they had already 
more than made up the deficiency in their numbers caused by last season’s emi- 
gration, and that the Conference was free from debt, and the Saints comprising 
it were zealously striving to do right. Elders Swan and Pratt spoke upon the 
pleasure they felt in being there, and exhorted the Saints to remain true and 
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steadfast in the path of duty and rectitude. President (Cannon spoke #6 the 


od 


Elders and Saints assembled, and gave them much valvAble instruction, whith, 
if acted upon, will eventually lead all true Latter-day Saints to partake of 
the full joys and blessings of the Gospel. In the evening President Canmon 


read a portion of the 2nd chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, from. the 37th 
to the 43rd verse, and then delivered an instructive discourse upon the object 
our Father and our God had im view in sending his‘children here to pass 
through this probationary state of existence. The Meeting-room was crowded 
by Saints and strangers and all listened with breathless attention ; ‘at the lose 
one young man came forward and gave in his name for baptism. The Autho- 
rities of the Church at home and abroad were presented and unanimously eus- 


tained. On the evening following a tea-party was held in the | 
evening was spent pleasantly, and all seemed to enjoy separa 
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ENGLAND. 
MANCHESTER DISTRICT. 
Liverpool, Dec. 9, 1863. 
President Cannon. 


Dear Brother,—In seeking to puta 
few items together as a brief report of 
the Manchester District, Ido so with 
pleasure, from the fact that I have 
nothing but good (as a general thing) 
to say about either the Saints or the 
Local and Travelling Priesthood, for I 
have only been called upon to settle 
one solitary difficulty in three months. 

In Liverpool, Manchester and Pres- 
ton Conferences, the Elders are alive 
to their duties and are doing their best 
to advance the cause of our mer, 
and in each Conference, and almost in 
every Branch, we are baptizing more 
or less ; and by continued perseverance 
we anticipate more than making up our 
numbers lost by last emigration. 

How discouraging it must be to our 
— spite of their falsehoods) to 
see this Wor I 
_ wonder if they have made that mag- 
nanimous discovery yet—the means of 
its overthrow. I could tell them how 
it could be done, provided they accom- 

ed a few other mecessary items 

First, then, they must prove the 

Bible false, next that there is no God 

the one they without 
ions. 


parts or passions they can 
do this they can. this W not 


everything else,’ 


here,fand we have had many very good 
E will not ion names, 
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and all has failed ; and the Gomme ‘ 
Jesus in its purity, as restored by c 
Prophet Joseph Smith and as con- 
tinued by his legal successor, is 
onward to the accomplishment of 
heavenly mission . of and 
regenerating the sons and daughters of 
men. 
At the Presten Conference last Sun- 
day, in company with yourself, I 
pleased to witness a marked i 


ment in its candition. After reviews 
the Branches were ve re- 
presented by Elder Howarth, of Ao- 


rs, of Burnley ; 
er ithoroe, in 
the Ream Elder H of Pre 
Elder Cox represen 
Layland Moss—all in good st 

ing, with quite an addition. to. their 
numbers, and I have every. reason to 
believe that your seasonable discourses 
were remarkably appreciated by both 
Saints and strangers from the warm 
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fair to be the best we have ever had 
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ference the news is quite cheering and 
baptisms are frequent ; wherever I go 
the Saints welcome me with joy and 
gladness, and are anrious to know 
when I shall come again. ~ 

In monetary matters we cannot 
boast, although, besides ing our 
additional a of Elders, we have 

id off over thirty pounds of debt 

uring the last eight months. 

The spirit of gathering is rife every- 
where amongst the faithful, and had 
they the means, I question whether 
there wonld be one ‘Baint left in the 
District next spring; and all are 
putting their faith and works to- 
gether and are learning not to wait for 
something to turn up, but they are 
making the turn up themselves by their 
own diligent exertions. 


considerably enlarged tlie last three 
months, but our Tithing :.ccount is not 

' what I should like to see it, yet # we 
once get out of debt, we will then 
begin to come up in that respect also. 

The Travelling Elders throughout 
the District are one wit': me; nota 
jar nor schism has ever been manifest 
in our labors and associati. 11s together. 
They seem ever anxious t» know what 
they should do that they :\ay perform 
it. As for me, I earnestl: pray that I 
may ever be found ready:  »delient 
to the requirements of ti.vse placed 
over me, that I may be stil) more useful 
in the future than I have Leen in the 
past. 

“May the Lord bless your labors and 
fully qualify you to accomplish all 
your heart could desire, and may we 
all aid Him in bringing righteousness 
off triumphant over wickcdness and 
error, is the wish of yours, very truly, 

THoMAS TAYLOR. / 


NORTH WALES. 

i Abergele, Dec. 2, 1863. 
President Geo. Q. Cannon. 

4 Dear Brother,—Having returned to 
this place from a visit to the Saints in 
} the Denbighshire Conference, I sit down 
to pen you a few lines, as I know it 


, always affords you pleasure to know of 
i. the welfare of the Saints of God in all 
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From every part of M inchester Con- | 


Our subscriptions for the Star are. 


met with President R. M. Jones and 
the Presidents of the several Branches 
in this Conference at Newmarket, in 
Flintshire, and I can truly say that we 
had a refreshing time together ; much 
good instruction was given by the Pre- 
sident and others ; I spoke in my weak- 
ness to them for fifteen or twen 
minutes on the necessity of being faith- 
ful and living wet, aay in order to 
be saved in the kingdom of our God. 
The Saints in this Conference, as a 
general thing, feel well and are desir- 
ous to gather to the Valleys of Eph. 
raim, where they can be free from the 
trammels of Babylon and ‘‘ Worship 
God according to the dictates of their 
own conscience, with none to molest 
or make them afraid.” Yet there are 
a few here, as in other places, who 
might feel better if they would only 
adhere closer to counsel and live so as 
to be worthy of the blessings that the 
Lord is constantly pouring out upon 
the faithful. Some time ago I had our 
beloved Prophet, Joseph Smith’s, re- 
velation concerning the American war, 
with a few remarks by myself, pub- 
lished in one of the Welsh papers, and 
I have no doubt that it has been read 
by hundreds who would have been too 
prejudiced to have looked at a ‘‘ Mor- 
mon” publication. It has aroused the 
Enemy of righteousness to propeey. 
in a su ing paper, that the 
**Mormons” -would be no more in 
thirty years, that im the course of five. 
years they would see t trouble and 
in ten years ealiele-af Welshmen 
would be glad to flee from their city. - 
Yet. there are a few honest-hearted 
people who can plainly see that that. 
phophecy, as well as others, both 
ancient and mode are coming to 
ass in these days, but they are se 
ound down with tradition and priest- 
craft that it is a hard matter to get 
them to embrace the truth. I often 
tell them, when talking to them, that 


the Lord is ne gece to pour out his 

judgments and vex the nations, and 

_ the only place of safety will be in 
on. 

I take great pleasure in laboring 
among the Saints, especially among 
those who delight in keeping the com- 
mandments of God; and it is my 
desire to do good while I remain in 
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h parts of the vineyard. Last Sunday I 


this land, and to return to Zion, when 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS, 


e time comes, with the approbation | 
God and his servants. 
My health has been for some time | 
bry poor, and I have had a ve 
vere attack of rheumatism, whic 

s kept me from pursuing my travels 
I would wish, but 1 hope soon, 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


s 


rdered 24 confiscations of entire villages, and has oqenan’ the estates. of 
994 persons, among whom are 279 peasants, 82 officials, 18 Jews and 86 
riests. A lady named Thecla Iwicks, well known for her charities, and having 
00 orphans under her care, has been forbidden by Mouravieff to continuete a 
ccupy herself with the education of the children she has thus adopted TRS | 
uildings in which they were lodged, and which were given to Miss *iwicke by “S 


0 
: e Countess Caroline Czapska, have been confiscated for the use of the military, 
y md the children either sent back to their friends or placed in Russian cetablink? | 


ents under priests of the Greek _ 4 
Austria.—The Ostdeutsche Post of 14th, says the Austrian Government.  «§ | 
orwarded a note to Paris.a few days ago definitely declining the invitationtoa —§% 
ongress. The Governn.ent expresses its regret at having to refuse, since @ “2 
ongress at which England is not represented will nezessarily lead to ‘no result, 
t also considers the | aaa sa to be und and insufficient. The questions 
ated by M. Drouyn de Lhuys to be di have, moreover, y found 
solution or cannot be solved at the 

AmeRica.—On the 4th of December ent Lincoln’s illness still con- 
inued® The Confederates are rted to be stretched along Little Missouri 
liver, preparing to attack Fort Smith or Little Rock. Banks announces the 
bccupation of Brownsville, and says that three revolutions have occurred at 
latamoras. The first was adverse to the interests of Mexico and the United 
States. Everything was, however, now favorable. The Confederates keep up 
ontinued attacks on the steamers navigating the Mississippi. Senator Tombs, 
y the Georgia Legislature, had said there was cause for great anxiety, but none 
or despondency. A large meeting has been held at New York to raise volun- 
eers. ig ry had been reinforced by two divisions under Bushrod 
Johnson. Foster has reached Cnmberland Gap. It was expected that Sher- 
nan would reach Knoxvil‘e on the 3rd. a from Charleston state that 
rilmore is throwing 20 s):ells per diem into 

sumter has been discontinued. The Conservative Union National Committee, 
ht a meeting he'd in Cincinnati, nominated General M‘Clellan for the next 
residency. General Meade has abandoned the campaign, and retreated to 
he north of the Rapidan. The Washin Star, an official organ, declares 
hat Meade’s campaign was a mili lure. It is rumoured that General 


paring 
epulsed in an attack on Knoxville. Cumberland Gap despatches 
December report Aghting to have taken place at Walker’s Ford, twomilesfrom — 
he gap, between Foster’s and Lo s cavalry. The former, ‘in attempt- 
g to cross the Clinch river, were repulsed with the loss of 50 men, but 
aptured four guns. Further details from Chattan report that Hooker, 
previously to ev ing hingold, fought a battle in whieh two Ohie regi 
meee | severely. It is rumoured Breckenridge was killed. Thi 

ran the Wilmington blockade on the 19th of November, . ...___ 
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14 CORRESPONDENCE, 


From every part of M inchester Con- 
ference the news is quits cheering and 
baptisms are frequent ; wherever I go 
the Saints welcome me with joy and 

ess, and are anrious to know 
when I shall come again. 

In monetary matters we cannot 
boast, although, besides 
additional number of Elders, we have 

id off over thirty pounds of debt 

uring the last eight months. 

The spirit of gathering is rife every- 
where amongst the faithful, and had 
they the means, I question whether 
there wonld be one ‘aint left im the 
District next spring; and all are 
putting their faith and works to- 
gether and are learning not to wait for 
something to turn up, but they are 
making the turn up themselves bytheir 
own diligent exertions. 

Our subscriptions for the Star are 
considerably enlarged tlie last three 
months, but our Tithing :.ccount is not 


' what I should like to see it, yet # we 


once get out of debt, we will then 
begin to come up in that respect also. 

The Travelling Elders throughout 
the District are one wit!: me; nota 
jar nor schism has ever leen manifest 
in our labors and associati 11s together. 
They seem ever anxious t» know what 
they should do that they »ay perform 
it. As for me, I earnest]: pray that I 
may ever be found ready: ecient 
to the requirements of ti.ose placed 
over me, that I may be still more useful 
in the future than I have Leen in the 

t. 

May the Lord bless your labors and 
fully qualify you to accomplish all 
your heart could desire, and may we 
all aid Him in bringing rightcousness 
off triumphant over wickcdness and 
error, is the wish of yours, very truly, 

THoMAS TAYLOR, / 


NORTH WALES. 
Abergele, Dec. 2, 1863. 
President Geo. Q. Cannon. 


Dear Brother,—Having returned to 
this place from a visit to the Saints in 
the Denbighshire Conference, I sit down 
to pen you a few lines, as I know it 


always affords you pleasure to know of 


the welfare of the Saints of God in all 


parts of the vineyard. Last Sunday I | this land, and to return to Zion, when 


met with President R. M. Jones and 
the Presidents of the several Branches 
in this Conference at Newmarket, in 
Flintshire, and I can truly say that we 
had a refreshing time together ; much 
good instruction was given by the Pre- 
sident and others; I spoke in my weak- 
ness to them for fifteen or twenty 
minutes on the necessity of being faith- 
ful and living iets” in order to 
be saved in the kingdom of our God, 
The Saints in this Conference, as a 
general thing, feel well and are desir- 
ous to gather to the Valleys of Ephi 
raim, where they can be free from the 
trammels of Babylon and ‘‘ Worshi 
God according to the dictates of their 
own conscience, with none to molest 
or make them afraid.” Yet there are 
a few here, as in other places, who 
might feel better if they would only 
adhere closer to counsel and live so as 
to be worthy of the blessings that the 
Lord is constantly pouring out upon 
the faithful. Some time ago I had our 
beloved Prophet, Joseph Smith’s, re- 
velation concerning the American war, 
with a few remarks by myself, pub- 
lished in one of the Welsh papers, and 
I have no doubt that it has been read 
by hundreds who would have been too 
prejudiced to have looked at a ‘‘ Mor- 
— publication. It has ae the 
nemy of righteousness to prophesy, 
in a aper, that the 
d be no more in 


** Mormons” -wo 


thirty years, that in the course of five 


ears they would see t trouble and 
ten years of Welshmen 
would be glad to flee from their city. - 
Yet. there are a few honest-hearted 
people who can plainly see that that. 
phophecy, as well as others, both 
ancient and mode are coming to 
ass in these rong Vir they are se 
ound down with tradition and priest- 
craft that it is a hard matter to get. 
them to embrace the truth. I often 
tell them, when talking to them, that 


the Lord is beginning to pour out his 
judgments and vex the nations, and 
that the only place of safety will be in 
Zion. 

I take great pleasure in laboring 
among the Saints 


especially among 
those who delight in keeping the com- 


mandments o 


God; and it is my 
desire to do i 


while I remain m 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS, 


he ti es, with the approbation’ through the bl 
Géd and his servants. 

My health has been for some time | health. 

very poor, and I have had a ve With love to you and all connected 
vere attack of rheumatism, whi with you in the office, I remain your ~ 
has kept me from pursuing my travels | brother in the Gop Py 

as 1 would wish, but I hope soon, m. H. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


ordered 24 confiscations of entire villages, and has “2 
1,994 persous, among whom are 279 peasants, 82 officials, 18 Jews and. 86 
priests. A lady named Thecla Iwicks, well known for her charities, and | 
200 orphans under her care, has been forbidden by Mouravieff to continue 
occupy herself with the education of the children she has thus adopted. «Ths 
buildings in which they were lodged, and which were given to Miss *Iwicke 
the Countess Caroline Czapska, have been confiscated for the use of the re 
and the children either sent back to their friends or placed in Russian ; 7 
ments under priests of the Greek religion. 

Ausrria.—The Ostdeutsche Post of Dec. 14th, says the Austrian Government, _ 
forwarded a note to Paris a few days ago definitely declining the invitation tea — 
Congress. The Governn.ent expresses its regret at having to refuse, since a 
Congress at which Englard is not represented will necessarily lead to ‘ho result. 
It also considers the programme to be undefined and insufficient. The questions 
stated by M. Drouyn de Lhuys to be discussed have, moreover, found 
a solution or cannot be ees ih the Co 

America.—Qn the 4th of December ident Lincoln’s illness still con- 
tinued. The Confederates are reported to be stretched along Little Missouri 
River, preparing to attack Fort Smith or Little Rock. Banks announces the 
occupation of Brownsville, and says that three revolutions have occurred at 
Matamoras. The first was adverse to the interests of Mexico and the United 
States. Everything was, however, now favorable. The Confederates keep up 
continued attacks on the steamers navigating the Mississippi. Senator Tombe, 
in the Georgia Legislaturo, had said there was cause for i ; but none 
tordespondency. A large meeting has been held at New York to raise volun- 
teers. Longstreet had been reinforced by two divisions under Bushrod 
Johnson. Foster has reached Cnmberland Gap. It was expected that Sher- 


that Meade’s campaign wus a re ure. It is rumoured that General 


ing to cross the Clinch river, were repulsed with the loss ce 
guns. details from Chattan report 

ously to evacuating htingold. fought a battle in which twe Ohi Be 
suffered severely. It is rumoured yo Breckenri was killed. 
steamers ran the Wilmington blockade on the 19th of November. NG ~ 
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man would reach Knoxvil.e on the 3rd. Despatches from Charleston state that oa 
Gilmore is throwing 20 sl:ells per diem into Charleston, The shelling of Fort Bs: 
Sumter has been discontinued. The Conservative Union National i aa 
ata meeting held in Cincinnati, nominated General M‘Clellan for the s 
Presidency. General Meade has abandoned the —— and retreated to ies” 
the north of the Rapidan. The Washington Star, an offici “x 
ar the Rapidan, but were driven back. Bragg has been superseded by aa 
ardee, who is preparing to assume the offensive. Longstreet has been Bee 
~ tama in an attack on Knoxville. Cumberland Gap despatches to thé Sed ae 
report fighting to have taken place at Walker’s Ford, two miles from 
the gap, between Foster’s and Longstreet’s cavalry. The former ‘in atten me 


